ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan)
moved— :

That the House at 113 rising adjourn

unitl Thursday, h Oclober, at 4.50

..
Question passed,

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.

Tegislative Councll,

Thursday, 9th Oclober, 1913,
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Friendly Soclicties Act Amendment. Tetorned 1600

.. 1400

Supply (No. 2), £1,025,000, all stages

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pan., and read prayers.

PETITION—UNIVERSITY LAXNDS
BILL,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL presented a
petition signed by the Warden of 1he
Convocation of the University of Western
Australia praying the Nouse to refuse iis
sanetion to the transfer of the endow-
ment lands at West Subiaco to ihe Gov-
ernment 1n exchange for lands at Craw-
ley.

Petition received, read and ordered to
be taken into constderation on the second
reading of the University Lands Bill,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Order in
Council aathorising the manufacture, im-
portation and sale of the explosive
“Sabulite.”

[COUNCIL.]

MOTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS, LEG-
ISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Debate resumed from the 2nd October
on the amended motion of the Hon. H. P.
Colebatch :—*"That in the opinion of this
House it is desirable that instructions be
given 1o the Clhef Lileetoral Officer that
in eompiling new rolls tor the Legislative
Council provinces the names of all per-
sons who are shown by the munieipal or
roads board lisis to possess the necessary
qualification, be placed on the new rofls.”

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) : In ris-
ing to support the motion moved by Mr.
Colebateh in connection with the Legis-
lative Council rolls, T desire to refer io
a matfer which has arizen almost annually,
and on several oecasions jusl prior to an
election being held. We have once or
twice been thrust into the somewhat daun-
gerous position of the rolls being swept
aside and new rolls, almost at a moment’s
notiee, substituted. It seems almost neees-
sary for the House to keep a watchful
eve on the methods adopted by the Elee-
tora]l Department. I, in common with
many others, received a eircnlar and was
surprised on reading it to find that many
of us were about to be faced wilh the
position of having our names taken off
the roll. One hardly realises that that
could happen after the statement which
was made to the House by the Minister,
and it is diffieult to understand that Lhe
Chief Eleectoral Officer should send ouf
stch a eireular without intending to carry
out what was stated in it. There is no
doubt whatever as to what the circular
claimed, and it certainly was the means
of making a number of those who ser-
iously considered it, sign claim cards and
return them to the department. When
I was returning my card T made a special
pont of asking the Chief Electoral Officer
to send me a receipt for the claim I was
sending in, because it was the third claim
card that 1 had filled in for the same pur-
pose within four years,

Hon. W. PPatrick : For Lhe same pro-
pertv ?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Exactly the
sarce property. [ have for a consider-
able time been a taxpayer to the local
roads board and the State Taxation De-
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partment, as well as to a slight extent
to the Federal Taxation Department, and
I suppose there are many others in ony
midst like myself whose gualifieations
could be turned up at a moment’s notice
by the Electoral Department. In my
case there were many ready opportuni-
ties for the Chief Electorul Officer to
satisfy himself whether 1 still retained
my qualifications, and there are many
who are in a similar position, and it
wonld have been surprising to learn that
the department were not going to act
upen the wording of that ¢jreular which
thev issued to so many of the electors.
Unless we pass this motion as a direct
instruction to the Electoral Department
it seems to me we will have this kind
of thing continually oceurring. As 1
have already stated T have sent in vari-
ous cards which have frequently becn
thrust upon me just on the eve of an el-
ection, and this has happened not only
in connection with the Legislative Coun-
cil rolls but also in comnection with the
rolls for the election of members of the
Assembly. We have found that in the
last alteration made to the Electoral Act
power was piven to the department to
strike out the names from fime to time
where the depurtment considered that
the qualifieation did uot exist, and it has
oceurred in a good many instances that
people have gone to a polling booth fo
record a vote only to find that a red line
had been drawn through their names and
that the returning officer had absolutely
no power to reetify the error which had
evidently been made. I know of in-
stances where people have looked at the
roll seven days before an election and
seen their names definitely on it. These
people knew that they had the right to
vote, but on the day of election they
found a red line through their names,
and definite instruetions izsued to the
returning officer that they were not en-
titled to vote. Withont any notifica-
{ion, or any veason, these people had
their names removed and no redress was
offered them. It seems to me very neces-
sary that we should pass this motion,
and I think there should be some preo-

vision made in regard to names which
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have been struck out in the manner I
have related, such as allowing some lati-
tude to the returning officer to accept
lhe vole of those people who have found
themselves in this predicament. After
the last Federal elections there were
many letters in the newspapers refer-
ring to mistakes of this nature which
had ocenrred, and I tiaink there shonid
be some means whereby the people so
affected should have the opportunity of
exercising the right to vote which has
been taken from them, perliaps through
some crrar on the part of persons who
have been deputed to go through the rolls.
As has been remarked by one or two
members who have spoken to this motion
il is not perhaps so serious a matier to
those who live near the City, and who ean
apply direet to the Eleectoral Depart-
ment to have their names reinserted, or
who ean pnt in their elaims and quali-
fieations without delay, but it begomes
a very Jdiffienlt matter for the people
in the eountry distriets, eomprising the
larger electorates. I suppose most mem-
bers of this Chamber realise the diffi-
culties men have on the land. They do
not all keep an office in the same manner
as ¢ity people do, and they have not al-
wayvs » place in which te fix np their
business, and keep their papers, pens and
ink, and a cause of great worry to them
is the making up of the varions returns
required by the Government from time
to time.  Stalistical returns are a bug-
bear to a good many of them. When
they see the forms which have to he
filled in, particularly the form for en-
rvolment for the Legislative Couneil,
which they can only sign before a wit-
ness who must also be.an elector, they
are obliged to put off the signing from
day to day and week to week hecause
they have not the conveniences, and
when they do happen to come into con-
taect with a person who is an elector. and
who can witness their signature, they
have either mislaid the claim card or
left it in some onf of the way place where
they eannol get it. The returning of the
cards is verv often deferred in this way,
or, having been on the roll so long, they
take a chance, and then only on election



1594

day find (hat their names have been struck
off. However, I am very pleased to hear
from the Minister that the aetion indi-
cated by the cirenlar from the depart-
ment is not to be taken. I think that
is in a large measure due to the fact
that Mr. Colebateh brought the maiier
so prominently before this Chamber.
The thanks of members are due to the
hon. member for his action, and we all
endorse the remarks he made. I hope
this discussion will be the means of that
department looking more carefully into
the clauses of the Act, and realising that
the manner in which they were acting
was somewhat more drastic than the law
permitied. When I personally pat my
eard in I asked that the department
shonld send ma a receipt, but up to the
present [ have not received ome. Ii
seems to me almost necessary that when
people are sending in a claim card they
should get an acknowledgment that their
¢laim has heen received, and it should
be an instruction to every elector Lo safe-
guard that receipt.

Hon. J. Cornell:
for.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: No, but I
personally have put in no less than three
applications for enrolment during the last
couple of years, and I do not know that
any one of them has yel reached the
office. 1 think it would be wise for me
te go on signing application forms until
I do get a receipt, because it is very little
use looking up a roll to see if my name
is there if it can be struek off only a week
before the election. :As to whether a
better system could he adopted, T person-
ally think that the plan of copying the
names from the existing rolls of the roads
boards and municipal councils has always
worked admirably in the past and bas been
guite as satisfactory as the claim cards.
But there may be some disc that we should
all be supplied with, which would obviate
the necessity for constantly sending in
claim eards which are to he the only procf
as to whether we should be enrolled or
not. Once a person’s name is on the roll
T look upon it as a serious matter indeed
that his name should he taken off. If is
altomether too serions a thing to be lightly

Jt is not provided

[COUNCIL.]

done, and I am very pleased that this
power is not to be lightly availed of. I
sincerely support the attitude which has
been 50 well adopted by Mr. Golebatch in
this Chamber, and I hope that in future
we will have this matter placed on a more
definite basis,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (in reply):
I wish te say one or two words in reply
to the remarks of the Colonial Seeretary,
T agree almost entirely with everything he
said, and I agree with everything in the
minutes he has read from the Chief Elee-
toral Officer. All T have to say regarding
those minutes js that generally speaking,
they, like the flowers that bloom in the
spring, have nothing whatever to do with
the ease, The whole point at issue js this:
what are the duties of the Chief Electoral
Officer in the matter of compiling these
rolls, and what is he entitled to require of
the people before they can secure enrol-
ment? I will not say that the Tlectoral
Department does not de everything it pos-
sibly can, but the point at issue is what
does the Electoral Act say that the elector
shall be required to do, and moreover what
does the Act say that the department it-
self must do? My contention is that the
Act says clearly that the department must
plaee on the roll every person who appears
to be qualified. During last session, in
consequence of the fact that in the prev-
ious eleetion I found that many hundreds,
I might almost say thonsands, of people
who should have been on the electoral rolls
for the East Province, were nof on, ai-
though they were roads board ratepayers
in the majority of cases, I asked a ques-
tion in this Chamber. Those people did
not make application fo he placed on the
Legislative Couneil rolls, but had been on
the ratepayers’ rolls for the roads board
for some vears, and expected that thev
wonld have been antomatieally transferred
to the Legislative Council rolls as had heen
the praetice in the past. On the 17th July
T asked the Colonial Secretary—

Is it the inftention of the Government
fo instreet the Chief Tlectoral Officer to
enrol on the T.egislative Couneil rolls
of the respective Provinces the names of
all persons whose names appear on the
elertoral lists of any municipality or
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roads board distriet, in respect of pro-

perty within such provinee of the an-

nual rateable value of not less than £17,

as provided by Subsections (5) and (6)

of Bection 15 of “The Constitution Act

Amendment Aet, 1899"% If not, why

not?

And the reply of the Colonial Secretary
was—

No instruction is necessary, because
all persons having a ratepayer’s quali-
fication, as presecribed by Section 15 of
“The Constitntion Aet Amendment Aet,
18997 (as amended by Act No. 31 of
1911), are enrolled on sending a claim
to the registrar in accordance with Sec-
tion 42 of “The Electoral Act, 1907.”

They are enrolled on sending in a eclaim.
My contention is that the Act says they
should be enrolled without sending in a
elaim, because Section 40 provides “in
preparing new rolls the names of persons
who appear to be qualified shall be in-
serted.” There is nothing about names
being transferred from the old rolls to the
new rolls,

Hon. J. . Collen: Which Act is that?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The latest
Electoral Act, How ean it be contended
that a person who possesses the qualifica-
tions set out in the Constitution does not
appear to be qualified? The Colonial Sec-
retary has stated—I think he read it from
matter supplied by the Chief Electoral
Officer—that the ratepayers’ roll is not a
satisfactory document to go upon, but [
want to point out that the ratepayers’ roll
according to the Constitution, is a com-
plete and unguestionable gualification. If
a2 man’s name is on the ratepayers' roll
for the required amount, he is entitled to
have his name placed on the Legislative
Couueit roll.

Hon, D. G. Gawler: Because he has the
necessary qualifieations,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Yes. It
is a complete qualification in itself, and
therefore his name shounld be placed npon
the new Legislative Couneil roll, whether
he is on the existing Legislative Council
roll or not, T received one of these claim
cards and a circular from the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, which said “I am unable,
therefore, to satisfy myself as to whether
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or not you are eligible for transfer {o the
new rolls.” That was an intimation sent
to me, and I suppose to a dozen other
members in this Chamber. I say that if
the Chief Illectoral Officer had any respect
for the Constitution and the Electoral Act
he eould easily satisfy himself as to
whether we are eligible, and now he tells
us he is not going to strike us off, and
if we do not return the claim cards he will
proceed to satisfy himself as to whether
or not we are qualified. He has already
said that he is nnable to satisfy himself as
to whether or not we are qualified, but if
we do not return the claim cards he will
proceed to satisfy himself. T have brought
forward this motion for the reason, that
when the last rolls were compiled the elec-
toral lists for the municipalities and the
roads boards were entirely, and I say im-
properly, ignored. -Now, when I received
this notice “I' am unable therefore to
satisfy myself as to whether or not you
are eligible for transfer to the new roll,”
what conclusion would I come to exeept
that the electoral lists for the municipali-
ties and roads boards were to be entirely
ignored again? To my mind it was a mis-
take that the old revision courts were done
away with. They were composed of peo-
ple resident in the distriet, the whole of
the justices in each distriet, I believe.

Hon, J. Cornell: And some of them
were one-eved.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The only
thing that could bappen before those
courts was that the electoral officer ap-
peared and applied to have a man’s name
struck off or put on the roll. The chances
are that the members of the bench had
personal lmowledge as to whether people
were entitled to go on the roll or not, and
if they had not personal knowledge they
obtained evidenece in court and on that
decided tbe matter.

Hon, M. L. Moss:
of roll-stuffing, too.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Of course
it did, but now people are enrolled and
struck off at the sweet will of the Elec.
toral Department. As I said before, I
know hundreds of people have been strck
off the rolls improperly, and a large num-
ber have been put on who ought not to

It prevented a lot



1596

have been put on. 1 do net say for a
moment that these ratepayers’ lists should
be ithe only means of finding out whether
a person is qualified or not, but they
should be the chief means. We get on
these ratepayers’ lists almost everybody
who is qualified 1o vote for the Legisia-
tive Conneil.
Member: And the taxation returns.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Con-
stitulion does not say anything about the
taxation returns, hut it does direct the re-
turning officer to regard the munieipal
and roads board qualifieations. It seems
reasonable to me that he should require a
claim for all new names that do net ap-
Tear on either of these lists, but if they do
1 say it is the hounden duty of the elecio-
ral officer to place them on the new rolls.
Tor this reason 1 hope this motion, as
amended by the Hon. Mr. Cullen, will be
carried and that in the future we shall
not have these nofices sent out when no-
thing is intended to be done with them,
but that they shall be sent only to persons
who do not appear to be qualified, and
that every person who appears to be
qualified shall have his name placed on
the roll as directed by Section 40 of the
Electoral Act.

Question, as amended, put and passed.

BILL—FREMANTLE IMPROVE.-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second read-
ing said: This short Bill is of great im-
portanee to the people of Fremantle and
is designed to remove a source of consid-
erable danger to pedestrians by the con-
gestion of traffic in certain parts of that
port. As hon. members know, the streets
of Fremantle are none too wide, and when
into these streets, already sufficiently nar-
row, tram lines are introduced, a conges-
tion of the traffic and eonsequent danger
to pedestrians very frequently oceur.
Under this Bill, subject to the necessary
precautionary econditions which I shall
enumerate later on, the municipality is
authorised to arrange for the resumption

[COUNCIL.]

of the land on the west side of High-
sireet from Market-street to the town hall.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You mean the norih
side; the street runs east and west.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
local anthority at Fremantle has had the
question of widening High-street under
consideration for some fime. It is, as
hon. members know, the prineipal tho-
roughfare, but it is not proposed in this
Bill to deat with the whole length of the
street, but merely that section between
the town hall and Market-street, Market-
street being the thoroughfare which leads
lo the railway station, while High-streel
is the principal business street of the
port. The tramway service down High-
street passes by way of Market-street to
the railway station and in all three lines
of- tramway converge at the intersection.
The schedule to the Bill shows the area
proposed to be resumed and also the
seheme of widening High-street and Max-
ket-street. This would not only provide
for more room in these streets, but also
remove an ugly corner, the danger of
which is considerably increased by a lele-
graph pole, the space belween the curb
and the tram line being only about two
feet. Under the Municipalities Act, 1906,
there is power for the local authority by
means of the Public Works Aect, 1902, to
resume any land required for the pur-
pose of widening a street, but if that
eourse were pursied it wounld mean that
the buildings fronting this main tho-
roughfare would bave to be demolished
at enormous cost. The loeal authorities
have come to the eonclusion that it would
be preferable to resume the whole area,
becanse if only a porlion of it were re-
sumed the cost would not be very much
less than if the whole were resumed. It
is proposed that on a day to be (ixed
after the passing of this Bill, if it is
passed, a proclamation shall issue wvest-
ing this land shown in the schedule in
the municipality of Fremantle. Provi-
sion is made in the measure for the as-
sessment of the value of the land and the
amount of eompensation to be paid under
the Public Works Aet, 1902, The land
i to be assessed as from the 9th Septem-
ber, 1913, the date on which notice was
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given of the intended intreduction of this
Bill. The reasen for this will be realised
by hon. members: it is to prevent the
possibility of dummying or traffieking in
the land. The Bill, however, provides
that interest at the rate of six per cent.
shall be paid to those owning the rights
to the land as from the date of issne of
the proclamation, and an important pro-
viso is that no procltamation may issue if
the ratepayers disapprove of the pro-
posal. Within a month of the passing of
the Bill any 20 ratepayers may demand o
poll a8 to whether the proposed acquisi-
tion of this land by the muanicipality
meets with the approval of the majority
of the ratepayers.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: It is a referendum
by the ratepayers on the Bill as a wholef

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Prae-
tieally that. The money to be paid for
the land as compensation is to be raised
by a loan under the Municipalities Aet,
1906, but for obvions reasons no limit is
placed on the amount which ean be bor-
rowed, because it is almost impossible to
say at this stage how much will be re-
quired. It is further provided that be-
fore any loan is raised under the Bill the
consent of the Minister controlling muni-
cipalities must first be obtained. That is
a safegnard which T think will be appre-
eiated by property owners in the munici-
pality. In connection with the poll of
ratepayers, whieh, as 1 remarked before,
may be demanded by 20 ratepayers, the
procedure will be somewhat different
from the ordinary ratepayers’ poll on a
Joan proposition. That js to say, besides
a poll of those opposed to the proposi-
tion, the votes of those favourable to it
would also be taken, and the decision
shall be on the majority of vofes cast.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Whose votes are
taken?

The COLONTAT. SECRETARY: The
votes of ratepavers as defined in this Bill.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Qwners and oceu-
piers?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Own-
ers and oceupiers in this case and every
ratepayer, whether he has paid bhis rates

[59] .
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or not, will be entitled to vote. I beg to
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : T have very
much pleasure in supporting the Bill. One
cannot help being struck with the want
of foresight exercised by persons in times
gone by, that a place which has reached
the iwportance that Fremantle has, and
which is destined to become much inore
important in the future, should bave been
laid out 50 badly. I believe that in times
gone by the main thoroughfare of the
town, Migh-street, was much wider than
it is to-day, and that in the Crown Col-
ony days a request was made by persous
owning land abutting on that street, and
they were permitted to eneroach upon
the street. Tt is quite obvious to persons
wiho live al Fremantle, or who frequent
that town, that High-street is not wide
enough for the traffic of the day, and, as
the State progresses, and Fremantle pro-
gresses with it, the inconvenience of that
narrow thoronghfare will continue to he
felt. I have no hesitation in saying that
those two corners, the corner of Market-
street and High-street, and the corner of
Adelaide-street and High-sireet, at the
present time are two death traps. As the
Colonial Secretary remarked, there are
three lines of tramways converging and,
consequent upon the narrowness of High-
street, the whole of the traffic to the rail-
way station, whiek is a terminus, has io
be carried on a single line, and trams are
frequently held up to enable a tram to go
along High-street before an ineoming ecar
ean reach the terminus, Such a cou-
dition of affairs makes the system a toy
system and subjects the public to inecu-
venience. Market-street corner is partic-
nlarly a death trap, as one of the tram
lines there is, I think, within twe feet of a
telegraph pole, and abuts right up agamst
the footpath. This is a part of Fremantle
where an experiment of this kind can bhe
carried out at a minimum of cost. The
whole of the buildings from Market-street
to Adelaide-street are old ramshackle
buildings and it would be gquiie
useless to bring forward a proposal of this
kind after good buildings had been
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erected upon the land from Market-street
to Adelaide-street. It is proposed by this
Bill to submit the question to the rate-
payers, but that, in my opinion, is a great
blot upon the measure, as if, unfortun-
ately, the people of Fremantle were Lo
reject the proposal under the fear that
it might impose a little additional rating
upon them, I think a great wrong would
be done te the people who will live
that town in the futare. I think this is
a power which should be exercised whe-
ther the people like it or not, as it would
be a great benefit to that town for all
time fo ecome. However, the Government
have inserted in the Bill power to enable
the people to express their opinion on the
guestion and I make no further complaint
than this, and if, unfortunately, the peo-
ple were so short-sighted as to reject the
proposal, I think the matter so important
and pressing in the interests of the com-
munity that the Government should intro-
duce another measure next session and
have the alteration made, whefher ihe
people like it or not. It has been argued
that it is not necessary to take the whole
of the land shown in the schedule, but
with that argument I do not agree for one
moment. I think this is the very smallest
quantity of land that could be taken un-
der this proposal. It was stafed in an-
other place that this scheme could be car-
ried out by eliminating block 328 from
the proposal, but it is quite negessary that
that should be included in the scheme for
this reason: It may be necessary, after
the land is resumed, to run an arcade or
another thoroughfare from Cantonment-
street to Adelaide-street, and bloeck 328
is taken with that object. It is not a new
thing to take an area of land, such as is
proposed here, when it is intended fo
widen a street. In Sydney these resump-
tions have taken place in wholesale
fashion, and hon. members who know any-
thing about London are aware that very
large areas of land have there been taken
for street widening, with the result that
portions of the resumptions left over have
almost recouped the local anthorities for
their expenditure. In all probability this
will be found to obtain in the present ecase

also. The Bill provides that the etched
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part of the plan shown on the schedule
should be utilised for the purpose of in-
creasing the width of High-street. In my
opinion that area in itself is not suffigient,
Market-street and High-street should both
be widened to a greater extent fhan the 12
teet proposed, but L am glad to see that
the Bill contains a provise enabling this
width to be increased if the Governor-in-
Council thinks fit. Full compensaiion is
to be given to the owners of the property,
and the date is fixed at which the valua-
tion of the property shall be taken, That
is guite necessary to prevent any traffick-
ing in land, and to save the municipality
from the possibility of being ealled upon
lo pay any more than the actual value
of the land. It is my intention to move
an additional clause in eonnection with
this compensation, a clanse which I do not
think the Government will refuse to ac-
cept. It is somewhat on the lines of a
provision in the Puoblic Works Act
Amendment Bill which was rejected in
this House two years ago. The proposed
clanse will provide that the amount of
compensation shall not exceed the amount
set down upon the land tax assessment.
It was pointed out in that instance that
the provision was likely to be unjust, in
that it was made to apply to cases in
which only a portion of a person’s land
was taken, If the whole of the land be-
longed to the registered proprietor
no injustice wonld have been dome
by providing that the wmaxirmum
amount of compensation to be
awarded should not exceed the amonnt
the owner himself had shown as the value
of the land for taxation purposes. Under
such a provision if any owners have been
unduly inflating the value of their prop-
erty it does not follow that they will get
that amount. If, on the other hand, they
have been putting in returns unduly be-
low the actual value they should have paid
taxes upon, then they will only have them-
selves to blame. Owners declare in the
land tax refurns that the value there set
out is the fair and full value of the land,
and I claim that the value thus put upon
the land is a fair basis for determining

the compensation.
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Hon, H. P. Colebateh: Allowing no-
thing for disturbance?

Hon, M. L. MOSS: Yes, allowing ten
per cent. for disturbance, as provided in
existing legislation. When a man sends
in a land tax return, he has to show the
value of the improvements, the unim-
proved value of the land, and the toial
value of the land unimproved and with
improvements, and it is a penal offence
for a man to wilfully put in a false re-
turn. I have already said that sneh a
provision for limiting the amount of com-
pensation is open to the contention that
it is unfair if only pari of the land is
taken; but if all the land is taken, then
nobody can complain. 1 opposed the Gov-
ernment on the Public Works Act Amend-
ment Bill in respect to this provision be-
cause it was crude and provided that
portions of the land could be taken.
That was the injustiec of it; but I think
we may apply the principle with the unt-
most fairness to the proposal before the
House, and I shall take the sense of the
Committee on the guestion.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not retrospectively.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I hardly know what
the hon. member means by retrospeetively.
The Bill fixes the valve of the land as on
the 9th September of this year, There-
fore, as retnrms which have been put in
in 1913 by any owner of land declare his
land to be of a particular value, that
ought to be the utmost compensation
which that owner is euntitled to get. No
hardship will be inflicted on any person
if he is taken at his own valnation. If
any persons have put in returns embody-
ing gross undervaluations, and they are
not putting—-

The PRESIDENT: Is the hon. mem-
ber eonfining himself to the Bill?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I think so.

The PRESIDENT: I thought the hon.
member was talking about matters yet to
eome into the Bill.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes, I wish the
compensation to be limited to the value
put on the land for taxation purposes.
I am going to take the sense of the Com-
mittee on that question, and I will dis-
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cuss it more fully then. I have pleasure
in supporting the second reading.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East):
There is just one point which I require
to be satisfied about, Is there any special
reason to justify us in going outside the
principle laid down in the Municipalities
Act when ratepayers are asked {o commit
themselves to a large loan on which they
will have to find interest and sinking
fund? It is proposed to do away with
a number of sections in the’ Municipali-
ties Aect, but to retain Section 450, under
which 1t witl be an obligation on the coun-
cil, having horrowed the money, to strike
a rate sufficient to pay inferest and sink-
ing fund. The sections which it is pro-
posed to do away with are those which
permit people on whom the burden is to
fall to demand a poll. 1 do not think it
could be contended that in the past our
municipalities have gone too slowly in
the matter of borrowing money. I do
not think that contention ean be set np
in any district of Western Australia. It
may be contended that in some instances
the owners have been willing to allow the
municipalities to go too fast, but it ean-
not be said that the municipalities have
gone too slow in the matter of borrowing
money becaunse the property owners have
protested. Under the Bill we are geing
to take the decision out of the hands of
the people cn whom the burden ultimately
falls. I shall require to be satisfied that
there is some speeiai reason for departing
from the hitherto approved principle. If
it is a good thing to take it out of the
hands of the property owners in regard
to this particular case, should we not
amend the Municipalities Act and take
it out of the hands of the property own-
ers altogether?

Hon. 'W. Xingsmill: Certainly not.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The second
point is this: are there special cireum-
stances in this case which justify us in
taking one man one vote as a basis for
deciding municipal matters? It would
appear that those respomsible for the
Bill think it should be one man one vole
under the Municipalities Act, and not
only one ratepayer but one adult. Is
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this the thin end of the wedge? Are
we to pass the Bill and be told later
on, “In regard to this very important
matter you aegreed to the principle of
one ratepayer one vote in municipal af-
fairs; how ean yon consistently oppose
it mow in all municipal affairs?’ I
waonld sopport the elanse if T could he
shown why we should take a different
conrse from the one we have always fol-
lowed in the pasl. On the faee of it
there doeg not appear to me fo be any
reason why the ratepaver, as distinct
from the properly owner, shonld vote
on this issue, and why on all other issues
regarding municipal borrowings ihe pro-
perty owner alone is allowed to vote.
Nor is there any reason why on Lhis
question it should be one ratepayer one
vote and one only, whereas on all other
municipal questions the ratepayers have
votes according to their property quali-
fications. What is the reason Ffor this?
Why is it proposed that not only rate-
pavers. but rate-owers also. should have
the vote? T am opposed to giving the
vote te people who owe rates. T do not
presume to know anvthing abont the
question as dealt with by Mr. Moss;
I have no speeial knowledge of TFre-
mantle, but this Bill sirikes me as a
violent disturbance of prineiples obtain-
ing in our Munieipalities Act. In regard
to municipal ratepayers, we have said
when it ¢omes to a matter of horrowing
money the interest and sinking fund of
whieh will fall on the property, that the
property owner is the man whe has the
vote, that, as the hon. Mr. Davis has said.
the man who pays the piper should call
the tune.” That is the idea we have
followed in all our municipal legislation.
Are there special reasons why it should
be departed from in this case? Also. I
would ask, are there any special reasons
for introdueing the one man one vote
prineiple, and the further prineiple that
rate-owers as well as ratepayers should

vote? These are the only points in the
Bill on which T shall ask the (‘nlomal
Seeretary for information hefore T am
prepared to support it as it stands.

On motion by Hon. D. (. Gawler de-
hate adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Legislative Assem-
bly without amendment.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2},
Al Stages.,

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read the first time.

£1,025,000.

Standing Orders Suspension,
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hgn.
J. M, Thew): I move—

That s0 much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary 1o enable
the resolutions from Commitlees of
Supply and of Ways and Means to be
reporied and adopted on the same day
orn which they shall have passed those
Commitiees, and alsa the passing of a
Supply Bill through all tls slages in
one day.

Question passed.

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew), in moving the second read-
ing, said: This is the wsnal Supply Bill
to supply out of Consolidated Revenue
£525,000 and from Toan Fund £500,000
for the service of the vear ending 30th
June, 1914, The monevs are required to
enable the work of administration to be
earried on. We were nnder the impres-
sion that it wonld not be necessary to
seek supplies in this form. It was an-
ticipated that the Estimates would have
been down long hefore this, but I have
an assurance from the Treasurer that
the Budget will be introduced on Thurs-
day next. 1In the meantime snpply is
necessary. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

BRill read a second time.

In Committee. ete.

Rill passed throngh Committee withont
dehate, reported without amendment. and
the renort adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

House adjourned at 533 pm.



